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Wellbeing Waikato 

Independent Charitable Trust focused on:

• Regional intelligence about what’s most important to households and whanau
• Identifying emerging risks early
• Surfacing underlying drivers, not just symptoms
• Convening government, iwi, councils, community organisations and the private sector 

around decision-useful insights.





Energy systems need to be:

• Affordable
• Reliable
• Sustainable



4 Big Questions
1. How does the electricity system actually work—and why is it designed this way?

2.  What drives power prices, and how could they be made more affordable?

3.  How does energy affordability affect household and community wellbeing?

4. What would a better system look like—and how do we get there?
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Consumer NZ: Cost of living remains the top concern, as economic worries 
ease and healthcare climbs

73% Cost of living

43% Healthcare

32% New Zealand economy

26% Housing
20% Unemployment

12% Climate change

6% Global political issues

Most concerning issues New Zealand is currently facing
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Source: Consumer NZ Sentiment Tracker. Q. Which three of the following do you believe are the most urgent or 
concerning issues for New Zealand right now? Please select up to three.
Results show the proportion who selected each issue in their top three. Not all issues are shown.
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Biggest financial concerns over the next 12 months 
(Prevalence: % who ranked each concern in the top three)

Housing*

Food and groceries

Energy

Insurance

Fuel

Source: Consumer NZ Sentiment Tracker. Q. Which of the following expenses are your biggest financial concerns over the 
next 12 months? Please rank up to three options. 
Results show the proportion who ranked each expense in their top three. Note: methodology changed in January 2024. Not 
all financial concerns are shown.

Consumer NZ: Groceries remain the biggest pressure, energy hit a new 
winter high, and fuel concern falls sharply from April’s spike



Source:  MBIE 10



Source:  Infrastructure Commission report: Shifting currents - Energy infrastructure in transition, June 2026 11





Unleashing New Zealand’s Power

  Barney Irvine
  Irvine and Partners
  Northern Infrastructure Forum 
   

















Q&A



The Affordable Energy Webinar Series
June-November 2026

  Rob Johnson, Ezra Hirawani, Founders: Nau Mai 
Ra  16 September 11:00am

  Use same link as this webinar to join back in.



Upcoming Speakers:
John Campbell, Our Energy       23 September
Kelli Pike, Activator for Community Led Zero Waste: GoEco   30 September
Gareth Cartwright, Executive Officer: Community Energy Network  14 October
Stew Hamilton, CEO of Mercury NZ       21 October
David Wilson, Member of Parliament: New Zealand First   28 October
Blair Dickie, Principal Strategic Advisor: Waikato Regional Council  4 November



Go to our Website to See all Presentations and Slides from the 
Series:

https://www.wellbeingwaikato.org.nz/energy---pungao/


Thank you!

www.wellbeingwaikato.org.nz

harvey@wellbeingwaikato.org.nz
021 913 418

 

http://www.wellbeingwaikato.org.nz/
mailto:Harvey@wellbeingwaikato.org.nz
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